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Fleets Lane
Tyler Hill
Canterbury
I Kent CT2 9L.Z =

Dear Dr Le-Las
Thank you for your letter of 14" February 2011.

The reality of local government for many years, but particularly now
more than ever, is that it acts within a web of relationships both formal
and informal. Further with a figure like Mr Carmichael, who has a
reputation which extends beyond this district, there are some bodies
who would wish him, in a personal capacity, to have a voice within
their organisation.

Both members and officers are represented on various external
bodies. As | have indicated, this is not a new thing but the perception
of many bodies is that it is of value to them for there to be people from
the Council attending their meetings acting as trustees, delegates,
directors, or some form of representative. Generally there is no
statutory underpinning for many of these relationships although the
well being power in Local Government Act 2000 has provided the
necessary powers where some joint decision making body is to be = AWARDS
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Local government is well used to performing a range of different roles
and to accommodate them and the competing wishes and aspirations
of different sections of the community. Both member and officer
codes of conduct provide a framework for that to be done in an ethical
way.

Unless one expects local government to be completely inert and not to
shape its community then it must be expected that members and
officers are going to be active in different roles both within the
community as well as within the Council.

| am not aware of any criticism having been made of Mr Carmichael's
integrity. Indeed, the perception is that he does his job well as
recognised in the New Years Honours List.

Yours sincerely

|/

Mark Ellender




